
1  

 

 an Open & Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ 

 

Senior Pastor: Michael Blackwood; Associate Pastor: Andi Fox 
825 Kohl Street, Broomfield, CO 80020    303-466-8355     broomfielducc.org 

A Tiny Loss, A Major Choice  
 
Last month, the U.S. Treasury confirmed that it will disconƟnue producing 

pennies starƟng next year. I was disheartened to hear this … and I’m trying to understand 
why.  
 
How oŌen do you acƟvely use pennies?  
 
I guess I could say the same thing about cash in general. Our society has progressively 
become more and more cash-less, starƟng with credit cards and now with digital payments 
like Apple Pay, Venmo and PayPal, to name a few. I carry around some money, but it’s 
almost enƟrely paper bills and if I have coins, they’re usually quarters; “a bigger amount” 
that’s worth the space and effort. Logically, it makes sense also. It costs $3.69 to produce 
one coin! Any accountant would advise you to never waste your money in such a way.  
So, why was I iniƟally sad to hear about the penny’s end of producƟon? I think it’s enƟrely a 
nostalgic thing.  As a child I remember a liƩle bowl at every store’s check-out with a sign, 
“take a penny, leave a penny.” But I can’t remember the last Ɵme I saw one. I also 
remember geƫng pennies as a reward or present, but those days are long gone due to the 
cost of … well, everything!  What can you get for a penny now-a-day? Nothing. Pennies are 
pracƟcally worthless. So, will you get rid of your pennies? Will you stop using them?  
 
This reality called to mind the widow’s offering from the gospel of Mark (12:41-44). Her 
offering was so measly and small comparaƟvely. It was seen as worthless – why bother? 
While the cost of penny producƟon is impracƟcal and pennies aren’t really being used and/
or circulated as they once were, I think we can stop making them, but I don’t think we 
should stop using them. Because of the widow.  
 
Pennies are no longer a primary source of payment, but they aren’t worthless. The widow 
wasn’t useless. Her offering, however small, wasn’t worthless. Some people, primarily low-
income individuals who rely on cash transacƟons, sƟll use pennies because that’s what they 
have. Also, keeping pennies in use has proven to keep costs down, so unƟl we can reduce 
economic poverty, we need to keep using pennies.  
 
I feel sad about halƟng the producƟon of pennies, but the announcement of this plan has 
reminded of the importance of the liƩle things that are too oŌen dismissed as worthless. I 
need to “re-engage” the penny and appreciate it again for all that it is and all that it can 
offer. 
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Please pray for Rowyn.   Rowyn is 6 months old and 
currently in ICU, criƟcally ill with RSV. Rosemary Vandertulip 
is Rowyn's nanny and is asking us to keep Rowyn and her 
family in our prayers. 

 
Prayers for Brian Conn and Family: Brian's nephew, Marcus 

Conn-Minister, was killed in an auto accident. Marcus, age 
20, was a student at Northern Arizona University and a 
talented vocalist, having sung the naƟonal anthem at 
numerous sporƟng events, including the Arizona 
Diamondbacks (baseball). Please keep Brian and family in 
your prayers as they grieve this tremendous and shocking 
loss. 

If you would like to share a prayer request 
with Pastor Michael , please call the Church 

Office at (303) 466-8355 or via email at 
prayers@broomfielducc.org. 

in the 
narthex 
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If we missed your Birthday or Anniversary 
please contact the church office. 

Our Mission Statement 

Your	2025	Church	Leadership	
Michael	Blackwood		‐		Senior	Pastor	

	 	 	 Andi	Fox				‐	Associate	Pastor	 	
	 	 	John	Pepperdine	‐		Moderator		

Brian	Conn	‐	Vice	Moderator	
Eleanor	Witte	‐	Clerk	

	Financial	Secretary		‐		Jonathan	Wade		
Gary	McKee		‐		Treasurer	

Jackie	Lyells	&	Sara	Worcester	
‐		Members	at	Large	

- - 

CommiƩee Chairs 
Corey Hill -  Trustees  

Alice Kidney -  Worship  
Jane Shelton / Kathy Wathen -  Spiritual Care  

Jennie Belval -  ChrisƟan EducaƟon  
Mary Beth Jones -  Mission  

_____________ -  Fellowship  

Eleanor Witte 6/4 

Leo Mankin 6/8 

Shirley Grantham 6/9 

Carolyn Crouse 6/12 

Keri Jacobs 6/14 

Kevin Jacobs 6/21 

Bette Erickson 6/27 

Jonathan Wade 6/28 

Haydn Primrose 6/29 

Jeff & Kim 
Jones 

6/6/1975 

Theresa Holst 
& Dean Toda 

6/10/2017 

Paul & Peggy 
Diekhoff 

6/19/1971 
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If you see something on our website, Facebook, newspaper that you like   
-  please tell others … ‘like’ a Facebook post … forward to your friends, neighbors. 

Help more know why you like our church. 


